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United States Newspaper 
Program (USNP)

• Cooperative national effort to locate, 
catalog, and preserve on microfilm 
newspapers published in the U.S. from the 
eighteenth century to the present

• Funding from NEH
• Technical assistance from LC 



  

CNP
• California Newspaper Project

– Part of United States Newspaper Program to locate & record 
U.S. newspaper titles and holdings

– 8,925 California titles cataloged
– Total 14,400 U.S. titles, 32,500 holdings recorded in CA
– 1,400 institutions visited 
– 1.5 million pages microfilmed



  

Four Microfilm Archives Acquired

• WAVE  ~ 1,500 reels
• CUSTOM  ~ 15,000 reels
• DATA  ~ 27,000 reels
• BMI (BAY)  ~ 45,000 reels
• + STATE LIBRARY ~ 16,000
• TOTAL ~ 102,500 reels



  

Large film cans
 at CBSR



  

Student cutting & logging reels



  

National Digital Newspaper 
Program (NDNP)

• NEH - LC Partnership
• 20 Year Program
• Chronicling America
• U.S. Papers, 1836-1922
• Test Bed
• Specifications/Best Practice
• Lead to Standards
• Preservation Repository



  

NDNP AWARDEES
CALIFORNIA
LC for WASHINGTON, DC
FLORIDA
KENTUCKY
NEW YORK
UTAH
VIRGINIA
TEXAS
MINNESOTA
NEBRASKA



  



  



  



  

2 Two-Year NDNP Grants

National Digital Newspaper Program

• 1880-1910
• SF Call, LA Herald, Sacramento Union, 

Imperial Valley Press, Amador Ledger
• 200,000 pages



  

3 One Year LSTA Grants

Library Service and Technology Act

• Administered by the CA State Library

• Daily Alta California and other very early 
CA newspapers, 1846-1885

• 150,000 pages



  

Criteria for Selection

• Comprehensive for CA
• Regionally representative
• Historically valuable
• Completeness of run
• Condition of master negatives
• Orphan papers



  



  

• Collaboration with publishers of 
commercial newspaper resources

• Preserve current newspaper PDFs



  



  

Sample of “stitched” image



  



  



  



  



  



  



  



  

• Microfilm from scans



  

MICROFILM QUALITY

• Completeness of run
• Quality of original paper
• Low reduction ratio (below 20X)
• Resolution (5.0 or higher)
• Narrow range in density readings



  

NDNP DELIVERABALES

• TIFF - Archival master
• JPEG 2000 - Production master
• PDF - with hidden text
• OCR text - with bounding box coordinates
• Metatdata - METS



  

TIFF

• 6.0 UNCOMPRESSED
• 8-BIT GRAYSCALE
• 300-400 DPI



  

Courtesy of OCLC  Preservation Service Center



  

METS

• Metadata Encoding and Transmission 
Standard

• XML Document Format that can handle 
complex objects

• Title
• Issue
• Page
• Reel



  

ALTO

• METS Extension Schema
• Analyzed layout and text object
• Stores layout and content information
• Maps OCR’d text to image coordinates



  

Definitions of Digital 
Preservation

• Short Definition

• Digital preservation combines policies, strategies 
and actions that ensure access to digital content 
over time.

• -ALA, ALCTS, Preservation and Reformatting 
Section, Working Group on Defining Digital 
Preservation

• http://www.ala.org/ala/alcts/alcts.cfm



  

What next?

• Collaborate with local libraries

• Agreements with publishers of commercial 
newspaper resources?

• Preserve current newspaper PDFs?



  

URLs

• http://www.loc.gov/chroniclingamerica

• http://www.neh.gov/projects/usnp.html

• http://www.loc.gov/ndnp

• http://www.cdnc.ucr.edu

• avanek@library.berkeley.edu

http://www.loc.gov/chroniclingamerica
http://www.neh.gov/projects/usnp.html
http://www.loc.gov/ndnp
http://www.cdnc.ucr.edu/
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